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Pastor’s Corner 

 
It is the Advent season!!!  What does that mean?  

Advent is a celebration of Christ’s Advent-that is, 

of Christ coming into this world.  Advent begins 

four Sundays before Christmas, and culminates 

with the celebration of Christmas itself. 

 

In our celebrations of Advent, we are proclaiming 

the comings of Jesus, whose birth we prepare to 

celebrate once again, who come continually in 

Word and Spirit, and whose return in victory we 

anticipate. 

 

Did you know that the Advent wreath and the 

candles lit each week have special meaning?  It 

varies a little bit from church to church and 

tradition to tradition.  One tradition uses the 

following colors and themes: 

 

The First Sunday:  The Gold Candle for the Prophets 

The Second Sunday:  The White Candle for the Angels 

The Third Sunday:  The Green Candle for the Shepherds 

The Fourth Sunday:  The Blue Candle for the Magi 

Christmas Day:  The Red Candle for the Savior 

 

Another tradition, and the one we follow, uses the 

following colors and themes: 

 

Week One:  The Candle of Hope (Purple) 

Week Two:  The Candle of Love (Purple) 

Week Three:  The Candle of Joy (Pink) 

Week Four:  The Candle of Peace (Purple) 

Christmas Eve:  The Christ Candle (White) 

 

While all churches may not use the same color 

candles and the same weekly themes, all the 

traditions involve each week lighting a candle and 

contemplating an aspect of the Advent story. 

 

Whatever color candles are used, whatever 

representation given to the candles remember the 

main theme of the season and come celebrate the 

birth, life, death, and return of our Savior. 

 

See you in church, 

BethBethBethBeth    
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We support our church with 

Prayers   Presence   Gifts   Service   Witness  

 

Our Prayers 
Current concernsCurrent concernsCurrent concernsCurrent concerns  

Larry Griffin Cindy Griffin 

Jim Fitzsimmons  

 

Ongoing concerns 
Thelma Jo Davis   Blake Cole 

Barbara Carter     Rachael Vermillion 

  Thelma Hoover    Reatha Chesnut      

  Candy Mathews   Pauldeane Lilly 

    April Bang       Dane Young 

    

Our Presence and GiftsOur Presence and GiftsOur Presence and GiftsOur Presence and Gifts    
Date Date Date Date     AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance    OfferingOfferingOfferingOffering    

October 24 61 $1,495.67 

November 1 75 $2,391.56 

November 8 73 $1,620.17 

November 15 71 $1,163.00 

2009 Annual Budget  $93,712 

Weekly Need $1,804 

 

Communion Rail Offering for November was 

$174.50 and will be donated to BACA. 

 

Membership & Church Directory 
Updated directories (3 Nov) are available.  If you’ve 

not picked up one yet, look for copies at the back 

of the sanctuary.  You will know you have the most 

current version if you see the praying pilgrim on 

the front of it. 

 

As always, let me know of any needed additions or 

corrections. 

 

Church Membership is 115 

 

Membership Secretary 

Barbara Choate 

 
 
 

    United Methodist Women Officers 
 President: Doris Sims 
 Vice Pres: Ginger Elliott 
 Secretary: Peggy Pitt 
 Treasurer: Marilyn Desjardins 
 Secr Prgm. Resources: Jackie Bartlett
  

Nom. Comm. Dona Pierce, Peggy Pitt, Chair-Carol 
Groner 

 Mission: To help care for God’s people who are unable 
to care for themselves at this time. 

    Next Meeting:  December 16th 

    

UMW NewsUMW NewsUMW NewsUMW News    
What a busy time!  But remember to take time out 

for the UMW Christmas luncheon of December 16th 

at the Church fellowship hall.  Meet between 11 

and 11:30 am.  Bring your favorite dish to share 

and a healthy appetite.  We will eat, visit and eat 

some more.  Any and all are invited so don’t miss 

out.  We will have a short but inspirational program 

and an even shorter business meeting.  Last of all-

Please NO GIFTS.  We will enjoy the gifts of church 

family and friends.  Aren’t those all we need?  I’ll 

look forward to seeing you all. 

 

 Doris Sims   

 

Don’t Forget the Friendship Food 
Pantry! 

Some of the most useful items: dry  beans, rice, 
staples (flour, sugar,  cornmeal), boxed cereals, cooking 
oil,  coffee, cake mixes, can soups, can meats (chicken, 
tuna, ham, chili) can fruit, can milk, can gravy, can 
vegetables, fruit juices, box mixes (macaroni & cheese, 
stuffing, pasta, rice, or potato dishes), non 
refrigerated cheese (Kraft, Velveeta, etc), condiments 
(mayonnaise, mustard, Ranch dressing), toiletries (bar 
soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes, conditioner, shampoo, 
and any travel sized toiletries from your travels), paper 
goods (toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates)    
Especially Needed: Rice, dry bean, cereals, sugar, 
flour, and all canned goods 

Not needed right now: There is an abundance of 
nothing! 

Please, nothing past expiration date! 
Bring Your Items to the Church.  Cash Donations 
Welcome!  Pantry Point of Contact:  Ruth Brown 
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Sunday School Makes a Sunday School Makes a Sunday School Makes a Sunday School Makes a 

Difference in a Child’s LifeDifference in a Child’s LifeDifference in a Child’s LifeDifference in a Child’s Life    
9:45 9:45 9:45 9:45 –––– 10:30 Sunday School 10:30 Sunday School 10:30 Sunday School 10:30 Sunday School    

Children 4 years through senior high gather in the 

sanctuary when they arrive for Sunday School.  

There they share a 10 minute period of music 

directed by Kristi Smith.  The children will then go 

to their Sunday School classes for a lesson from 

10:00am-10:30am based on the following age 

divisions: 

 

4444----6 years 6 years 6 years 6 years – Rainbow Room with Ms. Ruth or  

Mr. Dustin leading the class. 

• Dec. Study – Advent/Christmas (Dustin) 

• Jan. Study – Touched by Jesus (Ruth) 

7777----12 years12 years12 years12 years – Sanctuary Classroom with Ms. Carol 

Groner leading the class. 

• Dec. Study – Advent/Christmas 

• Jan. Study – Touched by Jesus 

13 years 13 years 13 years 13 years –––– Young Adult Young Adult Young Adult Young Adult – Balcony Classroom with 

Mr. Art Waldrum leading the class. 

• Lectionary Based Study 

 

Children’s Message At The Sanctuary AltarChildren’s Message At The Sanctuary AltarChildren’s Message At The Sanctuary AltarChildren’s Message At The Sanctuary Altar    

Cindy Griffin provides a short message each week 

enjoyed by young and old. 

 

Children’s ChurchChildren’s ChurchChildren’s ChurchChildren’s Church    

Following the children’s message, children 4 years 

through 2nd grade are excused for Children’s 

Church; a period for children’s fellowship (snack), 

learning, games, and crafts. 

 

Youth GroupYouth GroupYouth GroupYouth Group    
Sunday Nights 5-7 pm 

Ages:  12-18; Grades 6-12th 

 

Rev. Beth and John lead this group on Sunday 

nights.  Usually have at least 4 teenage boys in 

attendance and would love to see more. 

 

 

 

 

Nursery/Toddler CareNursery/Toddler CareNursery/Toddler CareNursery/Toddler Care    
Volunteers from the church are still needed to 

provide a 2nd hand to our Nursery Worker (Kate 

Turner) on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 

nights.  We are very fortunate to have Ms. Kate who 

has a great love for children but we do need our 

church volunteers as well. 

 

Could you do ONE Sunday or a month?  Let Barbara 

Choate know you want to join the rotation! 

 

Sunday School Nursery/Toddler Care 

Kate Turner and Barbara Choate 

Worship Service Nursery/Toddler Care 

We have a rotation of 2nd Hand Volunteers during 

the Sunday morning worship: 

1st Sunday – Wanda Owen 

2nd Sunday – Sara Waldrum 

3rd Sunday – Alene Wilson 

4th Sunday – Sara Waldrum 

5th Sunday – Marilyn Desjardins 

We are also in need of volunteers for Wednesday 

nights (5:45pm – 8:15pm) to provide Kate and 2nd 

hand.   

 

    

Help NeededHelp NeededHelp NeededHelp Needed    
Alternate Worker for Sunday Morning’s Children’s Alternate Worker for Sunday Morning’s Children’s Alternate Worker for Sunday Morning’s Children’s Alternate Worker for Sunday Morning’s Children’s 

ChurchChurchChurchChurch 

We’ve been providing a Children’s Church for those 

4 years through 2nd grade since April 2008.  The 

children leave the sanctuary for a light snack and 

activities that are an extension of the Sunday 

School hour but stand-alone for those who have 

not attended Sunday school. 

 

If you would be willing to help on an alternating 

Sunday or Monthly basis, please see Barbara 

Choate. 
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A FreebeeA FreebeeA FreebeeA Freebee    
A “no cost, no work” way to help our church.  The 

seasons change and our lifestyles are altered each 

year about this time.  We find that clothes we wore 

last year don’t fit. (I didn’t say that anybody has 

gained weight.)  Maybe they don’t fit our 

personality this year.  And keep in mind that our 

kids and grandkids do outgrow things.  Of course, 

there might be a little something new this year 

under the tree. 

 

Tuck away those clothes, household items, books, 

dishes, etc. so they can be placed in the church 

yard sale in the spring.  We will wait until a little 

later to announce an exact date.  The weather will 

play a definite roll in this event.  Collection of items 

will be done just prior to the sale.  Should you have 

a large item that you need help bringing to the 

church please let us know.  We will recruit help.  

Remember, you might not like it anymore but 

someone else is waiting to find it.  Don’t disappoint 

them! 

 

Children’s Christmas CantataChildren’s Christmas CantataChildren’s Christmas CantataChildren’s Christmas Cantata    
4:30 pm on Sunday December 13th 

A musical performance prior to the church 

Christmas party. 

 

    

Church Family Christmas PartyChurch Family Christmas PartyChurch Family Christmas PartyChurch Family Christmas Party    
    

Sunday, December 13Sunday, December 13Sunday, December 13Sunday, December 13thththth at 5:00 pm at 5:00 pm at 5:00 pm at 5:00 pm    

Pot Luck and Gift ExchangePot Luck and Gift ExchangePot Luck and Gift ExchangePot Luck and Gift Exchange    

Bring food items to share and a gift in the $10 

price range. 

Men bring a Man’s gift. 

Women bring a Woman’s gift. 

Youth bring a Youth gift. 

Children bring a Child’s gift. 

 

Plus an Item for the Food Pantry.Plus an Item for the Food Pantry.Plus an Item for the Food Pantry.Plus an Item for the Food Pantry.    

    

    

Volunteer Church Office Volunteer Church Office Volunteer Church Office Volunteer Church Office 

WorkersWorkersWorkersWorkers    
Rev. Beth put out the call and volunteers came 

forward. 

 

Myrtle Reid Myrtle Reid Myrtle Reid Myrtle Reid works in the office during the morning 

Monday through Thursday. 

Candy Mathews Candy Mathews Candy Mathews Candy Mathews works in the afternoon on Monday 

and Wednesday. 

 

These workers can help with a number of tasks.  

They printed the church directory and will be 

helping get the monthly newsletter printed, in 

addition to other tasks.  Our Information 

Technology Guru (John Drummond) got their 

computer set up.  The room layout is such that it 

can serve as an office area during the week and a 

room for Sunday School on Sunday. 

 

    

Souper Souper Souper Souper BowlBowlBowlBowl    
 

In January, Friendship will be participating in the 

Souper Bowl for hunger relief collecting soup for 

our food pantry. 

 

Watch this space for more information! 

 

Approval of Candidates for MinistryApproval of Candidates for MinistryApproval of Candidates for MinistryApproval of Candidates for Ministry    

The Church Conference on 28 Oct, approved the 

following two candidates: 

• Dane Young – continuing on his path to   

   become a Licensed Local Pastor 

• Kristi Smith – starting her journey to    

   become an ordained deacon with a music  

   specialty. 

Keep our Candidates in your Prayers. 
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Administrative Council NAdministrative Council NAdministrative Council NAdministrative Council Newsewsewsews    

    
Welcome to all of the new Committee Chairpersons 

and their committee members for 2010.  We 

appreciate your willingness to give of your time 

and energy to fulfill part of your stewardship 

promise.  Please mark your calendars for January 9 

as the first meeting.  This meeting will be for the 

CHAIRPERSONS ONLY.  At this meeting, the 

calendar will be set for the year.  As we go through 

the year, we realize that some adjustments or 

additions may be required.  Any time there is an 

outside event, the weather will play a factor in the 

timing. 

 

Using the input received throughout 2009, our 

Vision Statement for Friendship will be finalized in 

this meeting.  Please keep this meeting in your 

prayers as the completion of this Statement will 

reflect a goal Friendship has achieved.  The 

location of this meeting will be announced at a 

later time. 

 

Marilyn Desjardins 

 

 

LARRY GRIFFINLARRY GRIFFINLARRY GRIFFINLARRY GRIFFIN    

THANK YOU FOR LEADING THE THANK YOU FOR LEADING THE THANK YOU FOR LEADING THE THANK YOU FOR LEADING THE 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL FOR SO MANY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL FOR SO MANY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL FOR SO MANY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL FOR SO MANY 

YEARS!!!!!YEARS!!!!!YEARS!!!!!YEARS!!!!!    

    

Two New Committees FormedTwo New Committees FormedTwo New Committees FormedTwo New Committees Formed    

    

Mission CommitteeMission CommitteeMission CommitteeMission Committee    

Chairperson:  Carol Groner 

Worship CommitteeWorship CommitteeWorship CommitteeWorship Committee    

Rev. Beth 

Shirley Waldrum – Choir Director 

Kristi Smith – Children’s Choir 

Cindy Griffin – Children’s Sermon 

Barbara Choate – Children’s Church 

    

Lay Ministry Committee Work Lay Ministry Committee Work Lay Ministry Committee Work Lay Ministry Committee Work 

CompletionCompletionCompletionCompletion    
This committee was formed in 2007 as part of the 

requirements for Rev. Beth’s probationary 

residency program.  In addition to meeting with the 

committee numerous times, she was also required 

to meet monthly with a covenant group of other 

candidates and a mentor pastor.  Rev. Beth 

graduated from Perkins School of Theology at SMU 

in May 2005; the path to ordination is a long one 

with continuous review. 

 

The committee met numerous times and provided 

general feedback, as well as, addressed a number 

of required topics such as preaching, leadership, 

spiritual growth, teaching, missions, 

administration, pastoral care, etc.  The final 

committee meeting was on 8 Nov and the final 

report has now been submitted. 

 

Rev. Beth has lots of papers, video of her 

preaching, etc. to submit by 1 Dec.  In February 

2010, the board of Preparation and Qualifications 

will do her interview.  With the board’s approval, 

she will be ordained on Monday, June 7th at the 

2010 Annual Conference in Wichita Falls.  The 

service starts at 7pm.  We hope to take the church 

van to the service to see Rev. Beth ordained. 

 

Great Thanks to the committee members: 

Leona Combs, Ginger Elliott, Jim Fitzsimmons, 

Doris Simms, Ray Sledge, and Chuck Wilson. 

 

Barbara Choate (Chairperson) 

 

Visitors Visitors Visitors Visitors –––– Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter Newsletter    

 

We print several extra copies of the newsletter each 

month.  They are placed at the back of the 

sanctuary.  When you see a visitor,  pick up a copy 

and offer it to them along with a warm welcome to 

Friendship church. 

 

Barbara Choate 
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Church Conference Church Conference Church Conference Church Conference –––– 28 Oct 09 28 Oct 09 28 Oct 09 28 Oct 09    

Report of Celebrations 2009Report of Celebrations 2009Report of Celebrations 2009Report of Celebrations 2009    

Provided by LProvided by LProvided by LProvided by Larry Griffin arry Griffin arry Griffin arry Griffin     

And Rev. BethAnd Rev. BethAnd Rev. BethAnd Rev. Beth    

    
•  Membership increased from 106 to 115, 

with 2 baptisms this year. 

• Average Sunday attendance increased 

• Kids in church every Sunday, with 3 youth 

Sunday School classes and a nursery 

• Children’s Choir started 

• Nursery worker hired for Sun/Wed 

• Mid-Week service started 

• Men’s Fellowship Group started 

• Yearly apportionments paid  

• Chancel area rearranged 

• Youth group meeting on Sunday night 

with 4 teenagers regularly attending 

• Volunteer church office workers 

• Sound system moved/updated – with a 

new cabinet built for housing system 

• Foyer painted 

• Rainbow Room remodeled to include a 

beautiful wall mural showing the church 

• Nursery received a Dutch door and ½ wall 

constructed to allow better separation of 

toddlers and infants 

• Parsonage received more landscaping 

• Copier upgraded (no additional cost) and 

new office computer was donated. 

• Choir raised funds for choir robes 

• Church signs and speed limit reduced on 

Friendship road 

• Parking area across street increased 

• Olan Mills making photo directory 

• Largest bazaar to date with over $9000 

raised. [THANKS EVERYONE] 

• Partners for Sacred Places moving forward 

• Church participating in Congregational 

Transformation (Don Nations Coaching) 

• Disciple 1 Bible Study completed 

• Waldrum Fund provided support to many 

individuals 

• Pastor attending Leadership Sherman 

program 

 

ApportionmentsApportionmentsApportionmentsApportionments    
 

In the United Methodist Church, apportionments 

are defined as the funds each annual conference or 

local church pays to support international, national, 

and regional missions.  In 2010, Friendship United 

Methodist Church will pay $9,260 in 

apportionments an increase of $35 from last year.  

In turn, a small church like ours often is the 

recipient of some of the funding.  As an example, 

our church had received money ($3-4K a year) 

from the Equitable Compensation fund to assist us 

in paying the salary minimum for an elder pastor.  

We’ve also received supplements to assist with 

health insurance costs and pension. 

 

 

To all members and friends of Friendship Church, 

we have accomplished another year of paying our 

apportionments!  For those of you unfamiliar with 

apportionments, each church is assigned a specific 

amount to pay each year.  Since December and 

January are so busy, the yearly amount is divided 

into 10 payments beginning in February.  This 

money goes to help support various ministries such 

as Texas Methodist Colleges, Board of Pension & 

Health Benefits, etc.  Our monthly payment of 

$922.50 is also a covenant of the mortgage 

agreement on our parsonage.  We are truly blessed 

with this accomplishment.  Thank you one and all. 

 

Marilyn Desjardins, Treasurer  
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Apportionment Funds Apportionment Funds Apportionment Funds Apportionment Funds 

DistributionDistributionDistributionDistribution    

    

Fund NameFund NameFund NameFund Name    AmountAmountAmountAmount 

World Service Fund $1,368 

Ministerial Education Fund $468 

Black College Fund $187 

Africa University Fund $42 

Interdenominational Coop Fund $36 

General Administration Fund $148 

Episcopal Fund $376 

Lydia Patterson Institute $48 

Mt. Sequoyah Assembly $11 

Jurisdictional Administration Fund $23 

SMU Campus Ministry $6 

Conference Benevolences $1,575 

Texas Methodist Colleges $73 

Campus Ministries $330 

Camping & Retreat $234 

Area & Conference Administration $1,150 

Board of Pension and Health Benefits $1,566 

District Superintendents $561 

Equitable Compensation $80 

Moving Fund $85 

District Administration Fund $893 

Total AppoTotal AppoTotal AppoTotal Apportionmentsrtionmentsrtionmentsrtionments    $9260$9260$9260$9260    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURSCHURCH OFFICE HOURSCHURCH OFFICE HOURSCHURCH OFFICE HOURS**** 
Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 4 pm 

Friday and Saturday - Office is Closed 

Sunday - Let’s Worship Together! 

****Note:  There are congregational needs, meetings, 

etc, that require the pastor to be away from the 

physical Church, so best to call ahead if you want 

to make sure she is available.  

 

                          Church Office : 903-892-9450 

                          Parsonage: use Beth’s cell no. 

                          Cell Phone :      903-267-4434 

                          E-Mail Pastor Beth at: 

                          pastor@friendshipumc.net  
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 Friendship United Methodist Church 
 293 Friendship Road 
 Sherman, TX 75092 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 www.friendshipumc.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH NEWSLETTER  - December 2009 
 

 

 

 

 WORSHIP SERVICE:  10:50 a.m. Church Office: 903-892-9450 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL:  9:45 a.m. e-mail: pastor@friendshipumc.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 PASTOR - Reverend Beth Kellner Besterfeldt 
 MINISTER OF MUSIC - Shirley Waldrum 
 PIANIST - Kristi Smith 
  

 

CHOIR PRACTICE 
Wednesdays, 7 pm 

YOUTH GROUP & Snack Supper 
Sundays, 5-7 pm  

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP & STUDY 
Thursdays, 7 pm 

Contact Chuck Wilson for information. 

Mid-week Worship 
Wednesdays, 6 pm  



         Friendship United Methodist Church
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat

1  Quilt Group 9 am 2 3 4 5
6 pm   Service

7 pm   Choir Practice

Spencer Strawn
6  CHURCH 7 8  Quilt Group 9 am 9    6 pm Service 10 11 12

Pearl HarborDay 7 pm   Choir Practice
Saint

Nicholas Deadline
Day to order

Youth Group 5-7 pm Dennis Akin Poinsettias Barbara Choate
13 14 15 Quilt Group 9 am 16    UMW 11 am 17 18 19

Christmas Luncheon

6 pm   Service
7 pm   Choir Practice

Breanna Pratt Beth K Besterfeldt Noon Deadline

20  CHURCH 21 22              Quilt 23 24 25 26
Group
9 am

2 pm

Youth Group 5-7 pm Christmas Day

27   CHURCH 28 29      Quilt Group 30 31
9 

am * Food items to share: snacks & sweets
* Gift in $10 range for Gift Exchange

New Year's Eve women bring ladies' gift, men - a man's gift

aka Watch Night youth - a youth's gift, children - child's gift

Grace Hale * Plus an item for the Food Pantry

Church Family Social Christmas Party
Sunday, Dec 13th at 5 pm.    Please bring:

Christmas Party

 Cantata

  FRIENDSHIP NEWLETTER DEADLINE
To reduce mailing costs, copies are usually 
distributed on the LAST Sunday of the month. 
Please provide input to Amy by Friday noon 
before the next to last Sunday of the month at  
newsletter@friendshipumc.net.

6:30 pm

4:30 pm Children's

5:00 pm Church


